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G arneta Shannon Derian, passed away peacefully on April 13, 2017 in Palm

Harbor, FL. Born August 27, 1925 in Crown, W. VA to Dott Larkin and Mabel
Lantz Shannon. Attended West Virginia Public schools, Berea College (BA degree –

1947) and the University of Utah (MA degree – 1957).

Shannon began her teaching career in West Virginia. In 1951 she moved to Salt Lake
City where she taught World History. In 1957 she moved to Alexandria, Virginia

where she taught American History at the new Francis C. Hammond High School. In
1971 she transferred to T.C. William High School where she taught American

Civilization until she retired in 1989.

While at T.C. Williams, Shannon was chosen twice as Alexandria City Schools’
recipient for the Washington Post’s prestigious Agnes Meyer Outstanding Teacher

Award.
Shannon was a Master Teacher, a devoted friend and a loyal colleague. She will be

missed.

Predeceased by her parents and her brother Robert, Shannon is survived by her
godchildren Michell Cates, Christina Owens and Shannon Flater, as well as her

devoted friend and caregiver Laura Pernice.
Shannon will be interred at Graham Cemetery in Orange County.
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RS Ron Szelist posted:

The best teacher I ever had. I often think of her when discussing the current status of the USA.Ron

Szelist

September 8 at 5:18 PM

JW Joan Warrington posted:

Shannon had many dear friends. Most important in her life was Jackie Hand whose loving care was

everpresent in Shannon's life for more than 50 years. With Shannon at the end of her life was another

dear friend, Lea Plarski, who visited Shannon almost every day during her last few weeks. Shannon

also had many friends living near her in Florida whose visits brought love, warmth, and cheer to their

very dear friend as often as possible. Shannon is lovingly remembered by her closest friends in

Virginia, Arizona, North Carolina, and Florida who cherished every opportunity to spend time with

her. I count myself blessed that Shannon was in my life. Joan Warrington

May 8 at 7:26 AM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Garneta by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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